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VII‘\’JI‘\\] l.aos —~- United
Hates mtolhgencc operations:

. include the sending of armed

‘outpost

Taotian reconnaissance {eams.
inte China from northcern
Laos, sources here say. Tecaras
are reported to have gone as
far "as 200 miles into China,
dispatched from a sccrel CIA
15 minutes’ {lying
time north of the ZLuotian
opium center at Houei Sal.

According {o ‘sources close

1o« the -Ceniral Inlelligence
Agencey, and confirmed by

“Western diplomaltic sources in

cout hill {rihesmen armed with

‘Americans for a time but

Lt

'tspcs of intelligence gather-

Yientiane, the -CIA js sending;

American weapons, a {hrce-
pound radio wilth a range of
400 1miles and equipment {o
tap Chinese telegraph lines,
wateh roads  and do other

ing. .

“Ihere is alv.ms a lean in
Ching,” sources clo e to the
'CIA smd

Starfmg area for {he opera-
{ion is a small mountain valley
airstrip called Nam Jieu (also
known as Nam Yu). The strip,
which one Air American pilot
describes as “difficult as hell
to get into,” is surrounded by
mountains, It is serviced by
both Air America and Contli-
nental Air Service, and is also
a way-station for opium trad-
‘ers from norithern Laos aud
Burma en route to drug facto-
;-ics at Houei Sai. >

During. 1868, {five Chinese
functionarics caught up -in
the purges of the +Culiural
Revolution defected’to a Nam
Lieu reconnalssance team,.
They were treated well by the

eventually were turned over
1o the Royal Taotlan govern
JHL“[

- According to sources close
{o *the CIA, the five were
thrown into a 12 by 12 by 12

By ‘Michael Morrow

Scrvlcc Inlernationel

Like most CIA opomtlor‘s in
T.a0s, the one out of Nawn Lieu
is dirceled from a headguar-
ters &t Udorn air base in

northeastern Thailand. There
are several ‘Americans  atl
Nam Tieu, including CJA

and military intelligzence per-[

sonnel. Sources close to the
CIA report the nunmiber has
increased recently f{rom four
to more than 10,

In addition f{o aclivilies in-
side China, {he Nam Licu
Americans also help direcet a
joint operation of “SGU” (spe-
cial guecrrilla units) and the
Thai army at Xieng Lom
south of IJouci Sai on the
T.ao-Thai border, They also
run intelligence-gathering ris-
sions on a road being built!
by the Chinese government
(under an agreement reached
with the now-defunet coali-
tion governmant of Laos) in
-1he same vicinity, .

Until mid-Seplember of last
“year, the Nam lieu operation
<was headed by a rough-und-

when he visited Laos in-thee

{all. Melms was quife upset
that there might be a leak
within .the CIA in Laos,
sources close to the CI\ re-
port.

Whetlier by deswn or coinei-
dence; Vince Shiclds, in
charge of CIA operafions at
Long Cheng on the edge of
r the Plain of Jars north of Vi-
entiane, and Patrick Devlin,
slation chief for-the CIA in Vi-
» entiane, have both been irans-
ferred. ;

As for the mission info
China, sources close 1o the
CIA and Western diplomatic
sources both report that to
their knowledge the missions
are continuing.
© Since leaving Nam® Licu,
Poe has spent most of his time
at Udorn air base, although
one source r4ported that Poz
continued to ¢o “odd jehs” on
the Thai-Cambodian border,
Those who know him say he is
unhappy away Trom Nam
Yicu.

Poc is an ex-Marine noncom-
missioned officer, wounded al
Iwo Jima, who vemained in
Asia alter World War II. In

ClA-irained Tibetan  insur-
rronts escorting them to Colo-
1'°<1o for training and going
Back with them inlo Tibet.
Lator he worked in the

{wumble veteran guerrilla organ-
jzer named Anthony “Tony”

‘" Poc. Poe is alegendary figure

in Laos known best for his dis-
like of journalists, disregard

Thai-Cambodian , border area
with the XKhmer Scrai, anti-Si-
hanouk guerrillas receciving as-
sistance from the CI4, and
other paxts of 'J}ni](md ‘He
has bheen in and out of Laos

the 16505 he helped organizel-

ponf, pﬂ (\\poch Lo e ‘.c-

for orders and radio codes, €a- ginee hefore {he Geneva Ac-

pertise at clandestine guerrilla 1y first Americans involved
operatious, “in arming and iraining para-
Poe was removed almost im- mm\ely groups in Laos. -
mediately after an article Jast  Poe is considered stubborn
September by Dispateh News and brusque, somctimnes going
Serviee International on the into fits of anger over the
Nam lLicu operations, ostensi- radio, his lifeline with the out-
bly because the article “blew side world. Ile is said to pre-
his  cover? According to” fer working with hill tribes {o

ever, this reason was an ex- looks down on ost. American
cuse used by the American, operations because of their
embassy here -to get rid of heaVy reliance on Ameucan
Toc, whose style has been @ persouncl,

sgurce of longterm friction e has been wovn.ood al
l“’”’h lﬂCZﬂbCIS of the Ameri- ICZ\S(, oice (‘u”nd his career in
‘can mission in Laos including Lao: and 1090110(11); a price

pacity for Lao whiskey and ¢x- oq;q5 pf 1962 and was one, of -

sources close lo the CIA, how- working with- Americans and|,

Arnbassadm‘ \IL\l\lltllC God hdS bo(\n put ol ]\XS head bj
ley. : tho Pathet DLao., He ds. perhaps
i Sep vas re- ithe only Amerlean !
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